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at the expiration of the tax cuts, as we
have worked through the growing and
just boiling and rolling debt that is
sweeping over this government, as we
have watched this deficit climb higher
every year, we have sought to find a so-
lution to this.

As I mentioned earlier in our re-
marks, we have stood in this House,
and going back to May 10, we passed
reconciliation August 1, we passed an
extension of all the 2001, 2003 tax reduc-
tions—they’re called the Bush tax cuts.
We passed a sequester bill on the 2nd,
and on September 19, we passed a path-
way to tax reform.

Mr. Speaker, what is so significant
about that is that those pieces of legis-
lation left here, some of them with a
bipartisan vote, all with a strong vote
from this body, and they traveled
across to the Senate. And from May to
September, they found their place on
HARRY REID’s desk. What is so sad
about this is that HARRY REID made his
choice. The Senate made their choice.
And their choice was to not take up
those pieces of legislation.

This crisis that we have had, our so-
called crisis, the fiscal cliff crisis and
Taxmageddon, all of this is a crisis of
their making because it is a crisis of
inaction. But, Mr. Speaker, many
times, that is what happens here. It is
inaction, what does not get done, that
causes the situation where there is a
rush to the last minute.

We have had the American people
watching closely, and we have had the
comments from the President, the
comments from different ones in the
Cabinet, and the comments from the
Senate. But I remind my colleagues
that we took our actions here in the
body, we sent that legislation, and we
did it because we understand that $16
trillion worth of debt and annual defi-
cits of $1 trillion are far too much for
our children and grandchildren.
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The speakers tonight who have
joined me on this floor have talked
about how we have hopes and dreams
for our children, for our grandchildren,
for the futures of our families. You
know what? If you’re facing $16 tril-
lion, $20 trillion, $256 trillion worth of
debt as a nation, it is very difficult to
see those hopes and dreams come true.

My concern as I look at my grand-
children is that the decisions—maybe
the selfishness even—of people in
Washington who want to tax too much
and want to spend too much, who are
taxing and spending not their money,
but my children and grandchildren’s
money, children of the next generation,
leaders maybe even a generation or
more away, they are spending their
money, because at this point we are
borrowing 46 cents of every dollar we
spend. It’s not sustainable.

That is why we have very thought-
fully, over the last several months, ap-
proached this issue, and it’s why this
week we have worked with our leader-
ship to find a solution to this, to look
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at different angles. And the decision
came that the best decision for this,
the best way to approach it, the best
way to make certain we address this is
to stand firm on the actions that the
House has taken and for the Senate to
take up the legislation that they’ve
had the opportunity to take up since
September 19. They could take up any
bill and amend it. They could vote on
it. They could send it back to us. They
could go to conference.

You see, as we talk about our chil-
dren and their future and as we talk
about this amount of debt, what we do
not want to do is to cap our children’s
future and trade to the people that
hold our debt. If we’re not careful,
that’s exactly what is going to happen.

As we have gone through this process
this week, as my colleagues have all
watched it and said exactly what has
happened, what are the decisions, what
are the consequences of the decisions
we have made, are we going to resolve
it, I do believe that you are going to
see a resolution to this. It will happen
because the American people are say-
ing to us and they’re saying to the
President, It is time to get this spend-
ing under control. Our children deserve
better of us. They have the right to
live free lives, to dream big dreams,
and to make those dreams come true.

I do want to say a ‘‘thank you’ to
our leadership. I think the way that
Speaker BOEHNER has handled these
issues this week, the way he has
worked with the Members in this body
to show respect to them, to show re-
spect for their opinions and respect for
their constituents, I think that that
has been a true sign of leadership that
was willing to listen and then willing
to move the way the body wanted to
move.

And the decision was made by the
body not to move forward on the Plan
B. But I think in making that decision,
what you will see is our leadership
moving forward more committed and
with individuals even more prepared to
get to work and to get this solved and
to do what the American people are ex-
pecting us to do, which is to get this
spending under control. They have sent
the message loud and clear: Wash-
ington does not have a revenue prob-
lem; it has a spending problem. It has
an out-of-control spending problem and
an insatiable appetite for the tax-
payers’ money.

As we have worked through this
week, as we’ve talked to our constitu-
ents—and so many of us in this body
have done telephone town halls and we
have been on the phone and we have
answered emails. And we know that
there is no limit to how much money,
how much of other people’s money gov-
ernment will try to spend. There’s no
limit to how much of the taxpayers’
money. So the American people have
sent the message to us and we all have
sent it to our leadership, and they have
listened and they have responded.

The time to get the spending under
control is now. The time to stop kick-
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ing the can down the road is now. And
we will head away for Christmas and
return, I think, with a strength and a
resolve and a courage to address the
fiscal issues of this Nation. The House,
where the spending bills and appropria-
tion process begins, we will tackle this
with strength, with resolve, with cour-
age to get the job done so that, just as
my colleagues have said here tonight,
so that future generations have a
brighter future and so that we will con-
tinue to stand for the cause of freedom.

With that, I yield back the balance of
my time.

———

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. CULBERSON (at the request of Mr.
CANTOR) for today on account of ill-
ness.

Mr. RIVERA (at the request of Mr.
CANTOR) for today and the balance of
the week on account of a family med-
ical emergency.

———
SENATE BILLS REFERRED

Bills of the Senate of the following
titles were taken from the Speaker’s
table and, under the rule, referred as
follows:

S. 2318. An act to authorize the Secretary
of State to pay a reward to combat
transnational organized crime and for infor-
mation concerning foreign nationals wanted
by international criminal tribunals, and for
other purposes, to the Committee on Foreign
Affairs.

S. 3202. An act to amend title 38, United
States Code, to ensure that deceased vet-
erans with no known next of kin can receive
a dignified burial, and for other purposes, to
the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs; in addi-
tion to the Committee on Armed Services
and the Committee on the Budget for a pe-
riod to be subsequently determined by the
Speaker, in each case for consideration of
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned.

S. 3630. An act to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service located at
218 North Milwaukee Street in Waterford,
Wisconsin, as the ‘‘Captain Rhett W. Schiller
Post Office”’, to the Committee on Oversight
and Governmental Reform.

S. 3662. An act to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service located at 6
Nichols Street in Westminster, Massachu-
setts, as the ‘“Lieutenant Ryan Patrick
Jones Post Office Building”’, to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Governmental Re-
form.

S. 3698. An act to amend title 40, United
States Code, to improve veterans service or-
ganizations access to Federal surplus per-
sonal property, to the Committee on Over-
sight and Governmental Reform.

————

SENATE ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED

The Speaker announced his signature
to enrolled bills of the Senate of the
following titles:

S. 2170. An act to amend the provisions of
title 5, United States Code, which are com-
monly referred to as the ‘“‘Hatch Act”, to
scale back the provision forbidding certain
State and local employees from seeking elec-
tive office, clarify the application of certain
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